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strips and tiny squares where it is required to show the natural
colors of the material. The artistic contingent numbered five,
the tourist two, the military two, and with the Cai'd and his
friend the Cadi, we were eleven seated round a large platter
on which were placed some of the dishes offered by us from
the hampers we had brought The good-natured Cai'd insisted
upon having made for our special benefit a huge dish of kous-
kous. The dessert, whether it was owing to the vfact of its
being totally unexpected under such circumstances and in such
'a place, in any other form except that of dates, oranges, and
figs, was a delicate attention on the part of our host, and a
most agreeable surprise to us. Little cakes and candies of
round and pyramidal form were concocted from kernels from
the pine cone burr, cocoanut, honey, milk, and what else I am
not sure; but they seemed to possess a delicacy of flavor of
which Siraudin or Boissier (Paris 'candy-'makers) might have
been proud. Over the coffee, and in clouds of tobacco-smoke,
the conversation turned on the conversion of certain tracts of
the desert into an inland sea, a subject in which the Cai'cl took
much interest; then, with much shaking of hands, we took leave
of our cordial host, and departed from the village*